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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
March 2, 1889 


Sir: 


Immediately upon the receipt of your letter of 28th ulto., with regard to our method of 
dealing with mutilated coins I suspended all transactions in that class of coins until further 
advice. The extract with which you have favored me correctly gives the practice which has 
always prevailed in accomplishing the quasi redemption of mutilated coins in sums of three 
dollars and upwards. The idea of thus accommodating the public as I am informed originated 
with this Mint, and was approved and confirmed by Director Burchard’s Circular of February 2, 
1882 frequently reaffirmed, and followed by your own circular of June 24th, 1886. Two of the 
circulars herewith enclosed. 


These circulars, although slightly modified, have never been abrogated or recalled that I 
am aware of. 


For my information I beg to ask in what particular the practice is amenable to the charge 
of irregularity? 


Very respectfully, 
D.M. Fox 


Hon. James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 
Washington, D.C. 


[Noted on back:] 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
March 6, 1889 


Respectfully returned to the Superintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia with the 
information that the irregularity to which his attention was directed in letter of 28th ultimo is in 
the violation of sections of the Regulations forbidding employees to act as agents for depositors. 


James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


